Shigella in Tulsa County, 1993: epidemiology, day care center association, and control.
Tulsa County experienced an epidemic of Shigella sonnei infection and diarrheal disease during 1993. Of the 298 cases documented, 262 occurred in day care centers. There were 227 epidemiologically-linked secondary cases, primarily in parents and siblings. The mode of transmission was primarily person-to-person among family members and children in day care centers. In addition, transmission may also have occurred as the result of fomities in some day care centers. Control was achieved by antibiotic therapy, inspection, and retraining all day care centers' staffs in hand washing techniques and infection control concepts.